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; comes of the Souls of Beafts when they Die. £ arid 
| 4 age of meer Curiofity. Which Juftly Expos'd, “As a Diverfion to. the 
ing ’ Reader. With a Touch upon our Poets of the Sraze. Age: bye 
And What Curiofity 8? a fp 2 Ssige b (a mp}. 
hile 3: The Que/tion concerning the Souls of Beafts totally Forraign to.our Prefent Subjec. 
Gud : Dr. Coward holds God too to be Matter or Body. *, eae 
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WEDNESDAY, May-21. 1707 

(1) Re- Had a Queftion to afk you, Country-man, | us what it is, that Men be not miftaken in it, and ei- 
, jarfal about the Text we were laft upon, Eeclef.; ther run upon it Unawares, or neg lest Jone ufeful things, 
iii, 3. of the Souls of the Beafts that are; under that Notion. Ther may Ufe in feveral things 
faid to go Downward to. the Earth, what you think be-| you do not fee. Do you think nothing U/eful but what 
came. of them, or whither they went into the Earth?) turns a Penny? Is ther not U/e in all Knowledge? It is 
of But the Natural Expofition you gave of it, by the help| a, fine thing to Know. . 
ent of the Margin in. your Bible, that it was only their! .(3.) Cowntry-m. I think not, unlefs that Knowledge be 
|. Thoughts going Downwards, to the things of the Earth,! worth lomething. I:-know not how to make what you 
" hasobviated allthat. And that the Afcending upwards, | call Defimtions, but I can tell you what I mean. I 
In ot having Thoughts of Heaven and a Future State, was| think then, that that Knowledge which will not enable 
the only proper to the Spirit of Man. QOtherwife | would) me to maintain my Family, or which will not improve 
ito have known your Opinion concerning the Sous of Seafts | me, in. m Religious Concerns, to bsp me to fave my 
re. when they Die. ' _ | Soul, is all Ufele/s and Loft to me. For what is that 

Country-man. To what Purpofe? Mafler. Our Bufi-| good for, that is neither good for Soul nor Body 
“y nels now is not what becomes of the Souls of Beafis;| | Ther are feveral Profe/ions, as Lawyers, Phyfitians, &c. 
\e- but what becomes of the Soul of Man, which is ftill] And-thele are Ufeful to Preferve Life, or Effate, And 
ol. Afcending upwards, and at laft Returns to God who gave | ther is Ufe too for States-Mgnto help to Govern the 
eit it. This is not {aid of the Soul of a Beaft. But deny’d| World, and ther are Studies fit to Qualify. Men for this 
h to it, by thewing this Excellency the Soul of Man has| Employment, as Hiftory, Politicks, &c. But if I fhould 
“4 above it. leave, my Ditching and Hedging, and neglect my Farm, 


y; Rehearf. But Country-man, this is a matter ftill of great | to Study Politicks, {’m {ure | ihould be a Goofe-Cap, and 
Curiofity, to know what becomes of the Souls of Beafts, worle than Idle; tho’ I might come to be an Obfervator 
and may afford feveral Nice Speculations in Philofophy. | in time! The World is troubl’d with too many of thefe 
(2.) Country-m. For that Realon, I wath my hands of Politicians. And they Diwide and Diftrad sta People, 

| it, I tell you, Maffer, I hate that thing call’d Curio-| hinder them from their Bujine/s, and difpofe them to 
¢ fiy. It is good for nothing but to make Folks Idle.| be Mutinous and Rebellious, and to Cenfure the Aétions 
Nay it is worfe than Idlene/s. He that is Jdle loofes | of their Governors, and palstheir wile Verdi# upon every 

much of his Time, but he that is Bufy about Nothing, | Tranfaction of State! This is Curiofity in the People, and 
y loofes it AU. He does every thing but what he fhould do. | has Deftroy’d more Englifb-Men than ate now Alive. And 
i: The one ftands ftill, the other goes out of the way,}| wherever this IJich euters, thofe People can never be 
and is {till further off. And when he has gdin’d his Quiet, but are Prepar’d for all Mi/chief.. And were it 
- Point, as he thinks, he has caught a Shadow, and the| not better they were Jd/e and Ajleep in their Beds? This 
g Summ total Amounts juft to --— Nought! And he is] is the worft fort of Idlencf. When Men will go out 
harder to be Reclaim’d than an Idle body, whofe Head is | of their own Sphere, and be meddling with every bodies 

full of Nothing, and therefore not Pre-poffefs’a a jaindt BufineB but their own, out of a Curiofity to Prye into 

hing. But the Curious Man is engag’d, his Mind is} other Folks Concerns, 





any t 

oe up, and he has not Time to think, of any thing 
that is Ufeful; it Diverts him from his Studies, and 1s 
Uneafy to him, as when you Wake a Man out of a Slum- 
ber. Such are the Amufements of Curiofity. Therefore 1 
call it a Vice, and to be Cur’d by all means in every Bo- 
dy’; efpecially in young People, if once it gets Pofleffion 
of them, it generally. runs away with them all their 
Life long. 1 Whipp'd my Boy once for making a Sing- 
Song. This has made that Scandalous Tribe ot our Rhi- 
mers; who call themfelyes Poets, and Difgrace that once 
Renowned Name (Now no Body will take it to himfelf!) 
The Wifdom of the Antients was hid in their Poets, as 
I’ve heard fay. But ours Commence without Learning, 
Honefty, ot good Senfe. It isa Trade with us, for want 
of Bujine/s. And they earn their. Bread by the Fulfom 
Dedication of 4 Play or a lew'd Poem, to. fome that have 
lefs Witthan Mony, Thiis have I feen a Fellow ftanding 
in the ftreet feraring upon a crack’d Fiddle, and getting 
Pence from thole who never heard better Mujick. And 
thefe poor Poets, to fupply their Neceflities, turn Pimps 


to all the Vices of the 4ge, which they reprefent upon |. 


the Stage, with a pleafing Advantage : And this the ef- 
fe& of that over I. —_ of Curiofity, in which they em- 
ploy’d their younger Years, and render’d themfelves Un- 
capable of any other Bufine/s. And {pend the reft of 
their Time in Complaints that Wit finds no Encourage- 
ment | ' 

Rebearf. This may be fome Diverfion 10 the Readers, 
that they be-not tyr’d with our being too Serious fo 
long. Tho’ this is a ferious Subje& too. But of ano- 
ther fort, and fo Affords Variety, But, Country-man, 


' (4-) Rebearf. Well, Country-man, you have made out 
your Point. And to return to our SubjeG, I will afk 
you no more what becomes of the Souls of Bea/ts when 
they Die. For it is a matter indeed of pure Curiojity, 
and Concerns not at all our Difpute with Door Coward. 
So that it wou’d be loft time to enquire any further 
about it; and it wou’d Divert us from our main purpofe 
of Afferting the Immortality of Human Souls, as it is Re- 
veal'd to Us in the Holy Scripsures of God. 

(s.) Country-m. I’m atraid, Majter, that thefe who are 
againft any Spirit in Man, and wou’d have it only a fi- 
ner, Matter, like the Flame of a Candle, do believe no 
Spirits at all, neither Angels, nor God Himlelf, And 
knaw nothing beyond Matter, that is, Body. 

Rebearf. You haye Guels’d pretty right, Country-man. 
Fot the Doéor' deleribing what is meant by Spirit, fays 
in his Second Thoughts, p. 195. sft, Edit.. The Word 
SPIRIT denotes thofe Beings which are ufually term’d 
IMMATERIAL, as God the Father, God the Holy 
Ghoft, Angels, nay SpeZrums or Apparitions. 

Country-m. Now. I ,have him! Now I fee the Cloven- 
Foot! For I have often obferv’d, that. they who deny 
Spirits, or any Devil do believe little of aGod. He fays 
here, that God is ufualy call’d Im-material which thews 
that he believes it not, but reckonsit asa vulgar Ervor. 
And he makes God to be Im-material, as he does Angels, 
nay Spectrums and Apparitions, which in the fame Book 
he Ridicules, and believés not a Word of them. 

Rehearf. This was an old Notion among the Heathen, 
jthat’ God was Matter and a Body, only Thinner thah our 
Grofs Body. And thefe things are now Reviv’d among 





now that you are fo fevere upon Curiofity, you fhould tell 


Us! 
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- flurb’d in their Purfuit of them: But dias! How are 
they Miftaken ? ‘For the Pleafures of a Vertuous Life are 
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2. The Arguments of the Deifts are all Negative. 


to Djein a Doubt. with 
4+ The Chrifian has the Ad : 
4. It isthe Purfuic of Pleafyre makes, Deis. 
§- The Saying of a Deift at his Death. 
. from et 
6. A Recett for a Deft.’ ©" 
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gemerit-He Deif's take fronéDr.\Cowerd’s Book. 


of. them, even in this Life. ne tee aah 
And thefe Pleafures are Torments. a 
cir Lamentable Condition. Demsonftration againft then 
Short Method with the Deis. And the Current Senfe of Mankind, 
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And the moft they Propofe to themfetya i 
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(1.) Re--Y T is the Common Opinion’ of the Deifts 
bearfal...@ . (too many now among Us) and a 
‘B they make their Comfort, that the Sot! of 
“Man Dies with the Body, like the’ Flame of & ‘Canidle 
when it is put out, and that ther is ‘no Future Acrount, 
“nor any Rewards or Punifoments, . Therefore they take 
‘Great Delight in this Book of Dr. Coward’s, which makes 
the Soul to Die.with the Body: And what he ‘ays of 
‘the RefurreZion gives themr no Difturbance; they Un- 
‘derftand it only as a Salvo for himfelf, that he might 
‘not at once feem to fly in the Face of all Receiv’d Chrz- 
frianity 3 which they think may be better Under-Min’d by 
geome. ey Write in its Defence, but then Betrayin 
its Strength, 


‘thod of ’ ate taken up by Many of its Adverfaries, as 1) 


have fhew’d in A/gil and feveral others, But none has 
Argu’d this Point of the Mortality of the Soul with fo 
much Paigs as ‘Dr. Coward. Which being of fuch’' Perni- 
tious Confeguence, ‘and fo'Greedily Embrac’d,’ efpecial- 
‘ly by our Young Gentry, who love their Pleafures, I 
‘hope Sober Men will not think their Time mil-fpént, 
e Read fome further we have to fay; in Anfwer to Dr. 
oward. ; pene 

(2.) Country-man. Before you go'on with him, let me’ 
fay a Word to thefe Deif's you ve thention’d. 9° | 

They pretend not to Prove ‘any thing. But only to 
Anfwer thofe Proofs that are brought for a' Future flate, 
‘and the Immortality'of the Soul. They are all upon the | 
Wegative.’ And therefore cannot be fare that they are in 
the Right. “How is it poflible'‘they fhou’d be fure of a 
State they nevet faw, nor know any thing of ? There- 
for all they fay Amounts to no more than a Doubt. And 
‘they expect no other Afurance when they Die. So that’ 
the utinoft of theit Hopes is to Die in this Doubt. And 
what ‘a Difmal’Condition is it to Die in a Doubt, where 
the Hazard on the other fide is Eternal Mifery! It is: 
‘being in Hell, before they go Thither! And this, as 1. 
faid, is the utmoft of their Hopes, It is for this they; 
take fo much‘ Pains, and write Books, to bring them-' 
felves into this moft Lamentable of all Conditions, ex-; 
cept the Feeling of thole Flames they cannot but Feay'!’ 
And againft which they Endeavour to Harden them- 
felves. This being the Bef of their Cafe, as Themfelves: 
put it, it is Wonderful they thou’d get any Profelytes ! 
Whereas they whi believe Religion, Toth Live and Die, 
“in profpect of Eternal Glory: And if they are Difappoin- 
ted, and Annibilated at their Death, they are in as Good 
a Condition as any of the Deifis. * i 
“° (3.) Rebearf: Your Argument is Good. And I have 
heard a Deift fay, he wou'd give all the World he cou’d 
Believe as the Chriftians do, tho” but for the Pleafure of 
it in this Life‘and at Death. And yet (is it not Won- 
derful! ) they Labour all they ‘can -againft Convifion, 
and will even their Ears! And be ready to do rhem 
an Ill Turn-who Endeavor to Convince them. They Con+ 
traét a perfett Averfion to the Clergy, not Perfonal, fot 
they know Few of them, and Avoid their Converfation; 
but Meerly on Account of theit Ofce, becaufe ve 
Preach fuch Dodrines, and Prefs'the errors of the Lord, 
to Deter Men from Sinning. 

(4.) Country-m. There you have Hit the Sore Place, 
They are Men of Pleafure;and cannot Endure to be Di- 


Infinitely-Greater, (even without the Profpec of Future 
Rewards) than the Vicious Courfe ; as much beyond it, 
as Long Life, Health ana Vigor até Prefetable to Difeafes, 


own Happine/ss 
and the whole Foundation of it ; the‘ me- | Heb? “Which they. cannot fhake off, tho’ they my 


Re 


No Appetite of Nature for which Vertue has not Provide 
a Full and Honeft Satufadion, Let any one judge whe. 
ther a Sober or Drunken Converfation is moft P ? 
To follow the Plough is Pleafanter than Debauchery: f 
‘the Sleep of ‘a tre Man is‘ fweet, whether be Eat lita 
tle or much, he Draweth not his Breath foort'upon his Beh 
he Rifeth in the Morning, and his Wits ave with him An 
which is moft Delightful; the Company of a Vertuoy 
Wife, who has the fame Interéfts with your Self for Gig 
‘or Bad, or of aRavenous Whore, who wou'd Devour 
Subftance, ‘and Prey — your aM ? And are thefe th 
| Pleafures for which Men Hardenthemfelves againgthei 
the Hopes of Heaven, or the; Fears of 
Drown it for a. while, by the fone of their Pafiom; 
‘and ime ‘Sear’d at lait even to Die Hard, as: their 
Phrafe is. . Oo3 
(s.) Rebearf. 1 was told of a Man of Quality, a Great 
Patron of the Deifts, who Séorn’d to go to Chureh for 
Thirty Years before he Dy’d, or to have the Affiftance 
of any Clergy Man‘ in his Sicknefs : But when he came 
Die (not many Years ago) had this Ejaculation, and 
faid, If ther be 4 God, a Heaven or a Hell, I ama Min 
vable Creature — But I much Doubt it. : 
Behold hére the utmoft Hopes and Expedfations of a 
Deift'! And' in what a Condition muft fuch a poor Soul 
Die? Configning himfelf over to Eternal Torments, with 
out any Help, it he was Miftaken in a thing of whichit | 
‘was Impofible he cou’d be ture! Nay, let me add fur 














ther, in a Ca/e wherein the Deifis not only Confels they me 
have no Argument on their fide, as being a Negative; — ree to I 
but muft own likewife, That'they are not able tod By 
{wer the Proofs on the other fide, brought from: plaia arf. S 
Senfe and Réeafon, Demonftrating Infallibly the Truth of barf . y 
the Holy Scriptures, which Reveal the Future State to ry mg 
Us. And that in fo fhort a Compafs as two Sheets of Tp. p 
Paper ; for the firft Edition of the Short. Method with De, ether C 
ifts Was no miote, and tho’ oft Attempted in Defign and sal whe 
Promife too {to'my Knowledge) yet has not to this Day it Life in 
receiv’d any Anjwer. So that here is Demonjtration® t be Dif: 
ainft them. des the Current Senfe of ali Mankind Fudgmen 
rom the Beginning of the World, as well Heathens and iy have | 
Mahometans, as Fews and Chriftians. And againtt all itis yet 
this Weight re have nothing to Counter-Ballance but Heavy J 
a Groundlefs and: Unreafonable DOUBT, Contracted ‘by a salites in 
Long Habit of Loofe and Difentory bieng, in Senfuality them, | 
and the Pleafure-ot Brute Beafts! Without giving them on being i 
felves Time to have a Serious Hour, or to [hink’it over id to the | 
Soberly in their own Minds! But Fly from it, as the Baie Hh) Cyn 
my of their Lufts and Pafions, and of all the Happiné/s heir Defi 
(they think) in this World ; but how much Miftaken in they a 
that, you have very well fhew’d. And they. wou’d ne- e Obfer 
‘ver give themfelves Leave to Try the Experiment of So- * Bhi are ig 
ber Living, that they might fee the Difference. ich you 
Se Berm oe iy tell you a Receit 1 gave to one of #, as I 
our Country’ Deifts: After talking with him what I ity Ifhal 
cou’d ; and he faying he with’d he cou’d Believe ali thefe int, Pa 
things, but,faid he,’ ‘willnot Believe for me; Thea, of that 
faid 1, Vil give you a Receit for that. A Receit! Cry'd ihe Re, 
he, what, will yougive a Plaiffer? Ay, and a Good ied, A 
one, faid I, Do but Live one half Year, as if ther wete { 
Religion, and by that time I’! Undertake you will come ehearf. 
to Believe it. For then you will be at Leafure, and 93. (L 
your Mind Difpos’d to Weigh and. Conjider Serioufly the fpag’d, 
Grounds and Foundations of hs Chriftian Religion. : And Bs it th 
ther is Nothing has kept you from it al} this while hn which 





a Giddy Head, and a Short Frantick Life. And ther is 


but want of Conideration. 
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